~> Some happy children

Itis 9 AM in Rizal Park, the usual crying of children breaks the
morning calm. One of the 11 "shantytown" centers begins pre-
paring for its "educational field trip"; the annual trip of the nur -
sery school children, accompanied by their families. After the
traditional visit to the monument of Rizal, a Philippine national
hero, the group of students, in their blue and white uniforms,
move towards the Museum Pambata. They are guided by their
teachers from the foundation and followed by their moms, who
are encumbered with all sorts of bags, picnic foods and outda
ted cameras for the day's journey: what better way to prepare
for and document the one trip of the year that takes them from
the shantytown? The museum visit, intended for the children,
aims to explain several themes to them - science, sport, history
of the Philippines - in a ludic way that provokes excitement and
enthusiasm among all of them. Some of the boys climb on a
climbing wall, while some girls observe the earth science
attractions and others dream in front of a miniature Spanish
galleon. The enthralled children fill their eyes with this new uni
verse full of colors and discoveries that have changed their
daily lives. The trip ends with a walk through the historic dis
trict of Manila before finding the path back to the shantytown,
their heads full of memories and their eyes sparkling with joy.

>

Marion - Shantytown program volunteer

Tax break opportunity - in France only -

Good news for the association and its supporters! The
tax deduction has increased from 60% to
66%; this includes donations given in 2005.

Thus, you don't really spend but 1/3 of what you send

to ANAK (since the treasury department will deduct
2/3 of your donations directly from the net amount you

owe in taxes). A great fiscal opportunity for your

donations to go even further...
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Thanks to your generosity,
Anak collected 157 586 euros in 2005

Admittedly, this amount is less than the 2004 donations
(approximately 20 000 euros less) and certain projects will
thus have to wait a little longer. But in taking into account all
the work already accomplished,
and in seeing the children grow
and advance in their studies, we
thank you, in their name, for your
precious support. It is their lives
which have fundamentally
changed thanks to your help
250 children have left the streets
and now grow up in the Foundation's Children's Centers (not
including the dozens who have been reconciled with their fami
lies). More than 900 children are supported in the shanty
towns and nearly 200 at the municipal garbage dump. In
order that this positive action, as much ours as yours, can be
lasting and extended, we count on you more than ever for your
loyalty and efforts to make ANAK known to those around you!

2003 2004 2005
Donations 117789 €| 175430 € 157586 €
Interest 6588 € 2121 € 8350 €
Total revenues 124375 € 177551 € 165936 €
Expenses - postage 3230 € 4246 € 4158 €
Expenses - various 995 € 1364 € 872 €
Total Expenses 4225 € 5610 € 5030 €

We would like to remind you that your donations are sent to
the Philippines in their entirety. Our operating expenses are
covered by the interest gained on the donations and the mem
bers of ANAK.

Please make your donations by check
in your currency to the order of
"Association ANAK - un pont pour les enfants"

our management of donations,

please return the coupon below to the following address :

ANAK - un pont pour les enfants
8, rue des réservoirs
78000 Versailles
FRANCE
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[Mr. et Mrs.

________________________________________________

the children count on your support.

- E-mail : contact@associationanak.org
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> Children in prison...

Prisons for children are not allowed according to international
law, yet they exist in the Philippines.

For committing an offense; be it sniffing glue, stealing in order to eat or,
quite simply, because they are troubled youth; children in the street after
11 PM that are unaccompanied by parents/adults, can be arrested by
local police and taken to a prison in Manila.

The living conditions are

terrible.  Between 40 - 80 chil-

dren can be crammed together

in the same room with one toilet

and garbage cans filled with

water for both bathing and

drinking. Of course there are

no beds; the children take turns

lying down on the floor to

sleep. While one group tries to find a little sleep, the others strain their
arms on the bars of the cell to elevate themselves enough to try to catch
a glimpse of the television in the guards' office.

Editorial

Dear Friends;

Aswyou can see, your ANAK newsletter has
adopted a new look. But don't be misled,
although the format has changed, the core
of our newsletter always remains centered
on bringing you the daily reality of the
Philippine people and children whom you
so graciously support.

When:people hear news of the Philippines,
usually a few rare seconds in the television
news; unfortunately, it's often of the sad,
desolate or concerning variety: a crushing
crowd in a stadium - hundreds dead; an ear
thquake - thousands dead.

The coup d'etat of 2005 could have provi-
ded a different image and a better future for
thisicountry, but it didn't. In the face of such
constant negative reporting, how can we
still keep hope ? To accomplish this, we do
not wait for the goodwill of the upper
spheres of the Philippine or International
government, but we find it in the most
humble of individuals among these radiant
people. One small example clearly shows
this, that of the Philippine personnel that are
employed in the Children's Centers. They
are, in general, people of very modest
means, sometimes themselves living in the
shanty towns. | would like to thus pay
homage to all of them, the backbone of our
organisation. The revival of these children
belongs to them, and with them, perhaps,
the future of an entire country.

Everything is negotiated, water for a bar of soap, cookies brought
by a visitor for a tooth brush... Violence is equally present, starting with
the guards, who better not be disturbed during their favorite television
show. In the same manner, inside the cells, belonging to a gang is
almost obligatory if you want to be protected.

In these conditions, the visits of volunteers offer these children a rare
moment of respite. The various activities (sport, light labor projects) and
care (medical, dental) that the volunteers bring directly to the inside of
these places are the children's only human bonds worthy of being cal
led so.

Many children are forgotten in

these prisons.  Thus, a child can find
himself imprisoned for a minor offen
se for more than 4 years under the
pretext that the judge does not have
the time to process his case. This is
why that each time we learn of one of
the children who has passed through
our foundation and is today in prison,
we visit him and urge the social services to take the necessary steps to
help in his release.

The children see a new glimmer of hope in each one of our visits.
It is thus that news of our visits spreads from cell to cell; all the children
want to get to know us!

The situation of these children in the Philippine prisons is intolerable.
Yet the raids in the streets and the imprisonments that follow them are
presented by Philippine authorities as major initiatives against the
struggle to control the street child phenomenon.

Pascal Breton - President of ANAK Claire - Former volunteer - Street educator
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. Lend an ear to the poor...

Lend an ear to.the poor

A piece of advice, even stronger, a
lesson, as old as the written word:
"Lend an ear to the poor..." calls to
mind the author inspired by the Book of
Ecclesiastes in the Old
Testament. Guided by
wisdom, it continues a bit
further: "do not count
upon  your  worldly
riches"...thus, a valuable
lesson for us all, if not,
we risk to become indiffe-
rent.

This is not your case, my dear
friends and donators reading these
lines, because you do not let go of your
vigilance and your generosity. At this
point, remaining patient and attentive
as usual, you are likely saying to your
selves: "Ah-ha! We clearly see where
he's coming from, yet again, yet ano-
ther time!" and yet this does not dis
courage you. Thus, | do indeed come
from where you are expecting me.

As you already know, the
foundation is currently preparing many
vital projects, above all, are the ope-
ning of the Jerome Lejeune House for
mentally handicapped street children
and the opening of the Saint Alberto
Hurtado SJ farm, for the rehabilitation
of the most severely impacted street
children. As strategy specialists would
put it, everything is advancing slowly
but surely!

The house for the mentally handi

capped street children has just recently
opened its doors. About 15 of these

> Vision of a film maker

My story of love and work in the Philippines began in 1991: | was
a cameraman for a documentary called the Day of God. Then in
1995, | covered the world youth days conference as a photogra-
pher. In 2000, | had the occasion to go to Manila with my wife
Agnes, to produce a film about the cooperative Fidesco which was
working with the Tulay ng Kabataan Foundation.

“do not count
upon your
worldly riches”

children (who were previously disper
sed in the different centers) have been
relocated there, benefiting from better
aide and more appropriate treatment.

As a second step, we
would like to plan a day -
time welcoming center
for the trisomic children
of the poor families of

Manila. We still need to

find 15 000 € to balan-
ce the

first year budget for the

house for the handi

capped... | know that

you do not count upon

your worldly riches.

Concerning the
farm, Monsignor
Socrates B. Villegas,
bishop of Balanga,
diocese of the province
of Bataan (historical
battleground of the
Second World War),
located North West of
Manila, lent us some
well located and fertile
land in the country
side, but very close to
a school. This farm will
be able to welcome 25 street children
needing a complete separation from
city life in order to rehabilitate them-
selves in the country. This project
requires a long time to prepare and
cannot be started until we raise the 30
000 € necessary to launch it. | know
that you lend an ear to the poor...

Every project is weighed scrupu
lously in function of the vital needs
observed in the field but also by the
financial resources we find. It is for this
reason that the foundation is constantly
searching for financing. Thus, after
endlessly being bounced around, the
archdiocese of Manila has loaned to
us, for a period of at least 20 years, a
large house at the foot of the
Intramuros cathedral, located in the

area of "old Manila",
which was destroyed
during the Second
World War. This buil -
ding will permit us to
reduce our rental costs
since it accommodates,
since 1 month now, the
3 street children centers
for young girls all under
one roof.

As  written by
Simone Weil (Gravity &
Grace) "One cannot
experience goodness
without doing good".
As you all know, this
experience, contrary to
that of evil, is worth the
effort.  And it is not
disallowed to over use it. With that, at
this time, | would like to impress upon
you the recognition, and the gratitude,
of the children whom you help, of the
children whom you love.

Fr. Jean-Francois Thomas S.J.
Director, Tulay ng Kabataan

> The path towards autonomy

We met Isabelle and Carolina. We followed them in their daily
life, one working among the street children, the other in the shan
tytowns. This film allowed us to absorb ourselves in the particular
atmosphere which is Manila: a permanent ant hill of people and
vehicles, the overwhelming humidity and flooding of July, a touch
of Latin culture. We were touched by the kindness and

soft heartedness of the Philippinos, by their smiles and

the beauty of the children and by the impressive work

of the volunteer teachers.

to Manila.

The sordid reality of certain situa
tions lived by the street children who were accepted by the foun
dation struck us particularly hard. We remained in contact with
Matthieu and Fr. Thomas who, two years later, asked us to return
In 2002, we thus made, in collaboration with the
Association Francaise Raoul Follereau, a new film, thoroughly
covering the programs of the Tulay ng Kabataan Foundation, a film
that is utilized today during conferences organized by ANAK.

Jerome - Film Maker

Killing two birds with one stone,
| was able to benefit from the
inventory | had to take to disco
ver the good work being done in
the foundation's workshops. It's
there that a score of teenagers
learn their trade in carpentry,
mechanics or electricity. The
building where they work is
spread among two levels, divi
ded by the training workshop
and classrooms. The furniture
made by these boys and their
teachers, as well as the many
repairs that they do (material,
electric, furniture, auto) are used

to furnish and maintain the different centers of the foundation.
These professional training courses open the door toward the
path of stabilization and autonomy. They also are followed by
a handing over to school level courses which help complete their
skills in order to help find permanent jobs. The workshops are
thus, much more than 8 pages of inventory :they are a true
place of life and the future.

Antoine-Marie - Volunteer, Purchasing

~> The initiatives that help us

Since the creation of ANAK, we have not been lacking of friends
who have given of their talents and energy to the street children
of Manila. From artists to business men, from high school stu
dents to CEOs, from the four corners of France, it is a network
of prolifically imaginative and generous people that we wish to
thank.

Following are some of the actions and people who supported us
so effectively in 2005, by transferring their blessings to the pro
fit of ANAK :

> In Paris, the artists of the
musical Oya Képhale, the
actors of the Theatre of
Pamplemousse, along with
Arnaud, dear friend of
ANAK, and two of his
friends, who were on stage
last December.

> Clémentine, friend of ANAK,
who organized an exposition
and sale of her paintings.

> In Saint Calais, the associa
tion Accueil Ville France organized a crépe sale.

> The association Perque-Pas transferred the revenues of their

refreshment stand at their annual Christmas market.

> Mr. and Mrs. Martin; Mr. And Mrs. Auburn; Mr. And Mrs.
Authier - managers of the Maitres Tradition stores; transferred
a percentage of their furniture sales turnover from the month of
December.

> Black Cat Impressions in Rennes printed more than 2,000 lea
flets for free.

> Madame Estelle Tidu, friend of ANAK, graphic designer, gave
us much of her time in order to make the graphic charter of new
communication documents, of which this journal is one.

An immense thank you to alll We hope that this diversity of
actions will give good ideas to others as well...

Pierre - Member, ANAK.

Portrait

Julie, 25 year old Philippine social assistant,
arrived at the foundation at the end of 2003 in
order to work at the heart of the street child pro
gram. Immediately, she began to visit the chi
dren, who, very quickly, appreciated her. In
March 2004, when the first center for girls was
opening and the recruitment of personnel was not
succeeding, the foundation proposed to her to
take up the challenge and assemble a team. She
accepted, happy to have the confidence that

The dynamic Institute Saint-Lo6

The Saint-L06 institute is a school establishment loyal to ANAK fo
more than 3 years that heightens the awareness of its 1,700 stu
dents to solidarity. Some figures: 400 students that participate in
operation rice-bowl every Good Friday; 205 students, 25 tea-

chers and the director who devote, at Christmas, 135 hours of
vacation to wrap gifts in stores; multiple sports tournaments,
games between students and teachers, concerts and spectacle
given in profit to ANAK...

(Manche, France)

Bravo and thank you for these efforts given for the benefit of
young people on the other side of the world!

— ANAK the passage of words

The oldest among the friends of ANAK will have certainly nott
ced the evolution of this journal since its creation. It has grown
rich thanks to the contributions of volunteers. It is not the result
of a communications agency but simply of those, who, having
lived or are still living among the children, take the time to share
with you that which they saw, felt, understood...

Then, the most gifted in data compiling, format and illustrate the
articles. The journal is then printed free of charge, as it

has been ever since the creation of ANAK, by the
Composite Impression company in Pau. It is then put in
envelopes by our largest single group of volunteers, located in
Paris; a job that is increasingly bigger as the journal is sent to
close to 2,000 homes. The address file that is our mailing list is
unceasingly updated by our treasurer Mr. Dauchez.

Thus this journal which arrives in your mail box is the fruit of true
team work spread over a period of two months. Everyone contri
butes according to their expertise and availability to create this
bridge between you and the children that you support. "Child"

in other words, is simply the translation of the title of your jour
nal "ANAK".

Vincent - Former volunteer,
Street Child Program.

Thanks to Composite Impressions
which offers this newspaper
Tel. (33) 5 59 30 24 11 - PAU (64) FRANCE
compositeimpressions@wanadoo.fr

reception center for girls. Thanks to the experien
ce that Julie had acquired, she was offered the
responsibility of running this new center. Once
again, she accepted, leaving the management of
the 1st center to the psychologist, who was her
assistant. In addition to this responsibility, she
was asked two months later, to coordinate the
work of all the center managers, and she once
again responded positively. Recently, Julie was
named the manager of the new center for girls,

others placed in her, but sad to leave the street which regrouped the 3 existing centers under one

children that she had become so attached to. roof.

Soon, the first girls arrived at the foundation. Still
there, Julie is appreciated for her work and for _ _ _
the love that she succeeds in transmitting. The YOU help are in good hands. Like Julie, all the

girls feel good at the center, finding a stable life

To this latest, "hierarchical® promotion,
Julie responded humbly: "My boss is the chil
dren". My friends; be sure that the children that

Philippine personnel of the foundation are at the

for themselves, a dozen of them return to school. CoMplete service of the children, and without you,

November 2004, faced with a growing number
of children, the foundation opens a veritable

all these good actions would be impossible.

Thong - Former Volunteer, Purchasing




