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~> First visit in Manila

February 2006, departure for Manila... We have wanted to

get here ever since our childhood friend, Abbot Matthieu, first
spoke to us about the foundation, and now, finally, we are
here!! We are impatient to discover it and to meet the chil-
dren about which we have heard so much... Our first shock,
the city of Manila: a suffocating climate, a deafening environ-
ment, a mega-city alive day and night, without any respite.

We visit the 12 centres of the
street child program and the
11 centres of the shantytown
program and "smoky moun-
tain" (the central garbage
dump)... a real marathon.
We are touched each time by
the hospitality of the children
who come out to greet us.
Their smiles hide a past mar
ked by the brutality and lack of affection of living on the
streets or among the terrible living conditions of the shanty
towns.

The scope of the foundation's work being done at the ground
level astonishes us. It is impossible to realize its real value
from afar in France. The management and the organization
of the foundation are reflective of a major corporation! It is
necessary to acknowledge the projects that have already
been implemented: nearly 250 children of the streets are
cared for 24 hours per day; concerning the shantytowns,
there are nearly 1200 people who benefit daily from the sup-
port of the foundation. It is very impressive, because the
necessary rigorous organisation of each centre does not pre
vent the employees from creating a strong family atmosphere
there and from establishing a privileged and individual rela-
tionship with each child. This unique blend of professiona
lism and personal tenderness really marked us, because to us
it seems to be, for the children, the key to their balance of a
new found life and a new perspective for the future.

Aude et Christophe - Friends of ANAK

— New developments at the website

We are happy to announce that the Internet site of ANAK has
undergone a complete restructuring.

We have been speaking

about it for a long time,

without taking the time to
consider it  seriously.
There was always some
thing more urgent to take
care of, the new layout of

this journal for example.

The pending article in

Paris-Match forced us to
make some conclusions
and take action; and with

the help of a few sleepless
nights among a team of
unpaid, but nevertheless
very professional, volunteers, we succeeded in creating the
new ANAK website.

It brings together all of the information on all of the programs

of the foundation as well as a press review, current events,
information on the Philippines and many photographs and
even films. Please enjoy visiting the new site:
www.associationanak.org

Of course, we encourage you to continue to speak about
ANAK to your friends and families in order that more people

can discover it.

Welcome to the internet site of
ANAK - a bridge for the children

Negotiable bank charges

Several among you have confirmed to us that you have suc
ceeded in negotiating a complete exemption of commission
charges when your bank completes your monthly transfe

donation to ANAK. We encourage all of you to do the same

by reminding your bank that ANAK does not take any admi-
nistrative expenses on your gifts (they are transferred entirel
to Manila) and that it would be very appreciated if they

would do the same

Please make your donations by check
in your currency to the order of
"Association ANAK - un pont pour les enfants"

To facilitate our management of donations,

please return the coupon below to the following address :

Mr. [ | Mrs.
Name

Adress

City / country

Amount of donation

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
! .
. First name
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

ANAK

a bridge for the childrer

_______________

the children count on your support.

ANAK - un pont pour les enfants
8, rue des réservoirs
78000 Versailles
FRANCE

[ Miss [MFr. et Mrs. []

_______________________________________________

conception / crédits photographiques : Association ANAK - un pont pour les enfants, Aodt 2006
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Editorial

(Recently, ANAK was predominantly featured in an
article in a nationally circulated French popular culture
magazine called "Paris Match"; and will soon be the

subject of a report by a French television news program,)

Dear friends,

An article in the magazine Paris-Match or a report
on the French television station M6 does not in
any way change our philosophy of action, which
remains on the ground in Manila, supporting
Father JF Thomas and the Abbot Mr. Dauchez or
remains with us here, in France, in the search for
more funds.

We remain and we will continue to remain above
all, humanitarians. Although we are obviously
happy.with the positive repercussions of major
media exposure, it does not lessen the lasting
effect of our actions, which will continue to be the
bondramong all of us; from the very first benefac
tors/contributors to those of you who have just
recently joined us. Thus we wish to continue to
grows‘without forgetting our roots, while constant
ly optimising our management thanks to a totally
voluntary work force, and by taking care to inform
all of you of the concrete results of your support
for the betterment of the lives of the children.

It is this humanitarian vision which has enabled us
for8years to solidify and to gradually extend and
increasingly better adapt our actions to the needs
of the most underprivileged children of Manila.
We know that flashes of media exposure die out
quickly; whereas the children will need us over the
long term. | have been repeating this message for
years because it seems essential to me... you will
always be the most listened to and most credible
spokesperson to make the life of these children
known, and to request the support of new benefae
tors.

Thus, far from letting this go to our heads, these
media flashes remind us of the contrary... the
necessity to build our organisation gradually and

for the long term... with the continued help of
each one among you.

Pascal Breton - Chairman of ANAK

ANAK news

> The Tears of Macky

Today, Macky is 14 years old. It was 6

years ago, when he was still in the streets,

that he met for the first time the volunteers

of our foundation. At that time, he spent

his nights collecting the vegetables that

were abandoned by the night merchants of

Divisoria, one of the largest street markets

in Manila. He would then resell them at a

miserable price to gain, in any case, a few

pesos in order to provide for his needs and

those of his father. Ever since the death of

his mother, of whom he has little memory,

he has lived with his father, within two

steps of the market, in a small hovel built of

a couple of pieces of wood and some

sheets. But Macky preferred to spend time at the market because his
house was a living hell; his father drowned his own loneliness in alcohol
and his son became the first victim of the violence that he could no lon
ger contain. Very often Macky did not dare to return to his house in the
evenings for fear of being beaten further without reason, rather, he
would fall asleep exhausted in a corner of the market.

In September 1999 at the foundation's welcome centre, Macky joined
the other children of the foundation and began the laborious process of
stabilization in order to enable him to return to school. The beginning
was quite difficult for him and everything seemed to be done in excess;
be it bursts of eccentric laughter or systematic brawls for no particular
reason; this was a reflection of the permanent conflict in which his father
had accustomed him to live. But little by little, in spite of the occasional
departure from the centre, he calmed down and started a vocational trat
ning in carpentry in which he continues to apply himself earnestly today.

Last year, his father passed away and Macky confided to one of his tea
chers : "You know what | would like to do? Well... | would really like
to tell my father that | forgive him, but I'm not really sure how to do it
and he's no longer here...". The teacher responded, "Well how about
writing him a note?" Macky grabbed a pen and began to write on a
blank piece of paper, "Dear Dad..." he made it no further before he
began to sob openly...

As Earnest Hello put it : "tears can tell secrets that words cannot say".

Abbot Matthieu Dauchez -
Deputy Manager of the foundation in Manila

The entire team in Manila and in France is happy to welcome the new
benefactors that have come to join ANAK following the article that
was published about us in the magazine Paris-Match this last May.

We thank you for your spontaneous generosity and hope that you
enjoy reading our tri-annual newsletter which will allow you to disco-
ver the lives of the children that you so generously support.

TNK - Honorable Sponsor
of her Imperial Highness,
the arch-duchess Regina von Habsburg

8 rue des réservoirs- 78000 VERSAILLES Tél.06 85 62 30 12 - E-mall :contact@associationanak.org
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| believe, I've been really destined to
work for the poorest of the poor chik
dren in the slums. My past work expe
riences truly molded me to take all the
subsequent responsibilities wholehear
tedly without any
uncertainties, first as
nutritionist for the
Nutrition Program
then as Nurse-
Nutritionist for the
Health and Nutrition
Program and conse
quently as Program Manager for the
Urban Poor Community Children
Program and Assistant Executive
Director - in charge of Human
Resource.

The life situations of the children in the
slums were very different as it is now.
Their basic needs on health, nutrition
and education are not being given so
much priority attention by the govern
ment. Every poor children cannot any
more avail free medical services and
medicines, cannot even be enrolled in
public schools without paying school
dues and no concrete programs for
nutrition. That, | am really disheartened
because now the call to assist to the

“the call to assist to
the essential needs
of the children have

been overwhelming

been overwhelming and at present
TNK is the only non government orga
nization seen operating in most of the
slums of Navotas, Malabon and Vitas,
Manila dumpsite with concrete and
speedy deliveries of
programs and ser
vices for the children
including follow-up
activities of their
families.
Considering, that
the population cove-
rage of children have been continually
increasing caused by early living-in
marriages of the most of the teens,
poor planning of the most the families
and deluge of family migrants.

”

Truly, the programs cannot move on
without the supports of trained
Community Volunteers and families of
beneficiaries. So that, family participa-
tions and mobilization activities have
always been integrated and conside-
red in all aspects of the programs and
services in Early Childhood Education,
Health and Nutrition. Assessments of
the situations of the family of every
beneficiary have been strengthened
thru Family Profile Surveys and Follow-

Community Workers Volunteers.

Trainings of Community Worker
Volunteers to become self-motivated,
skilled and autonomous in the manage
ment of the Child Care Centers are
continuously conducted. Through their
great efforts, the families gradually
became dynamic and independent in
attending to the basic needs of their
children. Because of these develop
ments and supports, great possibilities
to improve and expand TNK programs
and services are always seen and
directed.

Mrs. Gloria Recio
Assistant Director
of programs in Manila

~> The daily trash run

Itis 5:30 AM at the central garbage dump

of Manila. Like every morning, Arnold, 9

years old, rises early. The hot, humid air

is already saturated with the rancid stink of

waste to which Arnold no longer pays

attention. In the distance, already called to

work, the engines of the first garbage

trucks resound. He doesn't waste time; it's

better to be one of the first ones there in

order to secure a better spot where the

trucks discharge their garbage. Thus he

increases his chances of bringing back

some poor treasures, the source of revenue

for his family. If he works enough this mor

ning, Arnold will only have to cross the mountain of refuse to
join the centre of the foundation installed here where he will
attend the courses and participate in the activities scheduled
from 9 AM to midday. He is very well aware that, thanks to this
school that he has attended for 2 years now, he will one day
have the opportunity to leave this miserable place. After having
rested during the hottest hours of the mid-day, he is once again
lining up among the garbage collectors trying to get as close as
possible to the truck to secure a good position for the much
awaited opening of the bucket. It will be towards 5 PM when
he returns home accompanied by his work buddies. They will
meet up with their friends who will just be finishing their school
day and will finish the afternoon playing together or bathing in
the black waters of the bay that lap at the feet of the giant moun
tains of refuse. Answering to the call of his mother, Arnold then
rejoins his family in a hut blackened by soot, in order to spend
a little time with them before falling into a restful sleep.
Tomorrow, a new day of work awaits him.

Marion - Volunteer, Shantytown Program

> Far from Manila

Ten teenagers break out in a game of basketball on a sand
covered hoops court; four children playing volleyball; a few

toddlers filling a plastic cup with sand and playing with hermit-

crabs collected on the

beach; girls running

and arguing among

themselves; still others

are washing their

clothes or preparing

meals; over the spea

kers, the latest Filipino

hits continue to repeat

at full volume; young

people dancing, yelling, chasing each other, songs, laughter,

and sometimes tears; these are a few of the images taken from
the summer camp where the 250 street children of all ages
spent 10 days accompanied by their teachers. It was a joyous
mix of daily life separated by meals, toilet breaks, domestic
tasks, theatrical and sporting activities adapted to every age
group and long swims.

Ten days out of the capital to relax, to discover (for many of

them the first time) another face of the Philippines... and to
return to Manila full of energy to start the new school year!!!

Mathilde - Volunteer, Administration

Thanks to Composite Impressions
which offers this newspaper
Tel. (33) 5 59 30 24 11 - PAU (64) FRANCE
compositeimpressions@wanadoo.fr

A future for the children of the shantytowns
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essential needs of the children have up Activities

> A beautiful home for the girls

On the 8th of March, 2004, the foundation

opened its first welcome centre exclusively

for the girls among the street children. This

home was rapidly followed in 2005, by the

opening of two residence centres for the

girls. As we had announced to you in the

last publication of our journal; since last

March, all of the girls of the foundation have

moved to a large building lent to us by the

Diocese of Manila close to the cathedral.

This 5-year, renewable loan (which will most

likely be renewed) will allow us to save

annually almost the equivalent amount of the

budget for one of the old centres. This

savings, consequently, will be used advanta

geously for all the children.

This large house, an old college building, has proven to be well
adapted for managing the approximately 60 girls ranging in
age from O to 18 years. The management team took care to
adapt the organization to the changes that the new living
accommodations have brought to daily life so that the sheer
number of girls does not lessen the quality of attention given to
each child. The positive evolution of each child and their joy of
life which is already brightening the district in which they live,
confirm the success of this project.

Pascal Breton - Chairman of ANAK.

done by trained

Mrs. Gloria Recio
with a child of the foundation

> The house of happiness

For many years, Father Thomas has kept a project in his head.
Indeed, since its inception, the foundation has accommodated all
street children, including the handicapped. However, despite all
the good efforts, it was difficult to respond to these handicapped
children's specific needs at the existing centres. With the combi
ned force of patience and perseverance however, the project was
born thanks to the support of the foundation "Jerome Lejeune" with
the opening of a specialized house for the handicapped last
March. Since the date of its opening, this house accommodates all
the handicapped children of the founda-

tion. Currently 13 young people reside

there, girls and boys; others, who have

already been met in the streets of

Manila, will join them soon. The house

will care for approximately 20 children

and offer them the particular attention

that they need. Proper management of

the facility and programs is ensured by

specialized personnel, both in medical

and psychological terms, as well as fot

low-up therapy and personal growth. Thus, it is possible for each
child to progress according to his or her own capacities. Today, by
simply walking through the front door, one can discover the house
of happiness there.

William - Member ANAK

Leaving class

In the Philippines, elementary school for 6-11 year
olds is free, but in order to enroll in the schools,
the Filipino education system requires an entrance
examination. Thus, the two years of nursery
school preceding elementary school are essential
so that each child can continue to progress
through the system. However, nursery school is
private and costs money to attend in the
Philippines. The children of poor families are
thus, at a strong disadvantage when trying to sue
ceed on the entrance examination that permits
them entry into elementary schools.

The rate of unemployment is very high in the shan
tytowns and the parents who have the chance to
work earn very low incomes. The children are
thus required to take part not only in daily domes
tic tasks, but also to work to bring in some pesos
to help alleviate the difficulty of daily life. This
lack of money very often causes the schooling of
the young children to be stopped prematurely or
to be completely absent.

Given this reality, providing nursery school ser
vices for the most underprivileged shantytown chil
dren in the 3 to 6 year age group, has been one
of the major concerns of the foundation since its
creation. The foundation provides, thanks to your
support, free nursery school classes. In addition to
this, in order to create a real social dynamic,
some of the mothers enroll in a training program

in order to lead these classes. The foundation pre
vides a program that begins with a several week
training course during the major school holiday
period during April & May to prepare the mothers
as teachers. This training is conducted by profes
sionals of the foundation and is supplemented
throughout the school year by direct support in the
classes and by regular meetings to further impre
ve the quality of teaching. In order to be well inte-
grated within their communities, the foundation
centres supporting the schools are distributed
among 11 shantytown "districts" nearest the poor
families who can benefit from them. Painted blue
in color, these schools are built in the image of the
"houses" of the shantytowns to which they belong.
Approximately 15 square meters in size, they pro-
vide the necessary space to serve another priority
of the foundation concerning the shantytowns: the
re-nutrition of infants.

Thus, at the start of the last school year, nearly
1100 children had the opportunity to put on their
uniforms and walk the path to their schools... the
schools of the foundation. They are not yet aware
of the future that they will find by pushing open,
for the first times in their lives, the door to their
new school.

Christelle -
Ex-volunteer, Shantytowns




